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THE  THEORY OF ALLOTROPY

the two processes just mentioned do not occur at the same temperature,
but liquefaction first occurs, and afterwards, at a higher temperature,
the oriented state disappears. The first point may be called the
liquefying- or the de-liquefying-point, whilst the second may be called
the de-orientation- or the orientation-point.

Lehmann, to whom we are indebted for the greater part of our
knowledge of the liquid crystalline state, has  repeatedly emphasised

that substances which form liquid crystals are of a complex nature.
According to the Theory of Allotropy, this is the case for every phase
of an allotropic substance, and since allotropy is very general amongst
substances which exist as liquid crystals, the above-mentioned theory
must also be applicable to these bodies.
It will therefore be supposed that the pseudo-system consists, in the
case of substances which form liquid crystals, of at least two pseudo-
components, each of which melts in stages, and it will also be assumed
that both exhibit the phenomenon of melting in stages.